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165 Creystoke Avenue, Southmeod, Bristol BS10 6,45
Dear supporter

A plea for support for two brothers (combined age 147 years) paddling in canoes
from Devizes to Parliament in order to raise money and awareness of the issues

the Southmead Proiect aims to address

For some 25 years I have had to battle all the way to raise funds for Southmead Project so that it can
carry out its work with adult victims and survivors of child abuse. Very little of our funding has come
from the statutory sector and the message from the Bristol City Council is that there is no budget from
central government for the type of work we do. The clear message this sends out to this charity and
the people who cross our threshold seeking help with their plight is that their pain, their anguish and
their voice is neither being acknowledged or heard. This deplorable situation will remain the same
unless we get MPs from across the political spectrum to put aside any political bias and agree a
centralised budget for the client group we support. Money can then be allocated to cities like Bristol
and distributed according ly.

My brotherTerry lived in the same house as me when we were children and, while he was not abused
in any sexualways as I was myself, he witnessed the appalling domestic abuse and assault that was
a regular part of our lives as children. This affected us greatly in many negative ways, but it has not
detracted from our desire to paddle to Parliament to raise money to continue the work of the
Southmead Project and champion for much needed change.

There are appalling levels of abuse going on as I write this. ln fact, Freedom of lnformation sources
suggest that every 10 minutes the police handle a call directly related to child sexual abuse from
across the country. Terry and I and many others across our country simply do not believe that
children - totally innocent victims of crime - should be continually picking up the shattered pieces of
their lives and paying the price for another's appalling actions. We need to get real here, as those
children will grow into adults and it is these adults who will be crossing the thresholds of agencies like
Southmead Project in the future,

Together with our two fellow paddlers, JK and Pete, we will set off on 1 1rh September 2017 at 1Oam
from Devizes Wharf, Wiltshire and expect to arrive at the Houses of Parliament on the 16th September
2017.

I am asking if you, or your company would consider sponsoring our efforts and if you feel there would
be any possibility of a positive response, please call me on:
07 7 65129903 or email : m ikepei rce45@yahoo. co. u k

Many thanks

M Petuce
Dr Mike Peirce MBE FRSA
CEO The Southmead Project
www. south mead p roject. org. u k
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